l62   BETWEEN TEARS AND LAUGHTER
a skunk and a squirrel is pure uneducated prejudice. Unless we can come up to this austere intellectual plane of natural science, we cannot understand Professor Spykman.
The American public woke up last year to the realization of the presence of a new word, "geopolitics," or Geopolitikj as the Germans say. Connected with it is the name oi Major-General Professor Doktor Karl Haushofer (born 1869), its great apostle, who is credited with having exerted a profound influence over Hitler, almost as Rasputin was pictured as an influence on the last of the Russian Czars. Anyway, Chapter XIV of Vol. II of Mein Kampf is thought to be pure or adulterated Haushofer. His position in relation to World War II seems to be like that of Treitschke in relation to World War I.
The public belatedly rubs its eyes and then finds that there was an Englishman before Haushofer, Sir Halford MacKinder, who, as far back as 1904, enunciated the central dynamic geopolitical concept of the Euro-asiatic "Heartland," and whose book, Democratic Ideals and Reality, published in 1918 and completely forgotten, was recently resuscitated in a 1942 re-issue* Then we discover further that the whole biological and dehumanized concept of a "state organism" with "organic lusts," growing and expanding like a plant in its struggle for "living space," was already given its sharp contours by a Swedish professor, Rudolf Kjellen (died 1922), who had learned it from his German master, Friedrich Ratzel (1844-1904), in the eighteen-nineties. The importance of the international origin of this peculiarly European science ivill be explained later.
What gives geopolitics its dangerous character is, however, the fact that it is called "science," in whose name many crimes have been committed. It must be remembered that the very thing that distinguishes German